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Follow us on  

     This year we celebrate not only the 
fifteenth anniversary of the Friends, 
but also the fifth anniversary of the 
opening of our new Library.  A lot has 
happened over those years.  The 
Friends have held 24 used books sales  
and raised over $169,000 just from 
sales of used books.  We always look 
forward to seeing familiar faces of 
those who keep coming to every sale.   
 
     The new Library opened its doors 
on January 17, 2017, with a crowd on 
hand to celebrate the opening. Among 
those on hand at the opening was 
Randy Riley, State Librarian at the   

Library of Michigan.  He said “A good 
library collects stuff.  A great library 
offers services. But the outstanding 
libraries build communities.”  Our Li-
brary staff has done an amazing job of 
accomplishing all three, with great col-
lections of all kinds and a myriad of 
services and events that everyone in 
the community of all ages can enjoy 
now and for many years to come.  
 
     We are thankful to have been a part 
of this over the years and look forward 
to see what the future will bring.  
 
                           - Pat Hillebrand 

Message from the President 

Notice of Annual Meeting 

     The Annual Meeting of the Friends   
will be held on Tuesday, April 5th, 
2022, at 10:30am in the Dodge Room. 
  
 
 

    All are welcome to attend.  Agenda 
items include election of officers for 
the coming year.   



News from the Library 

 

    In late 2021, CTCL staff opened up the Library’s new makerspace, The Forge!  Utilizing generous grant 
funding provided by the Generator Z team, in partnership with the Ralph C. Wilson Foundation, staff cre-
ated a teen-targeted space of extracurricular creativity.  All ages are welcome to visit our makerspace to 
learn, tinker, and explore along with the help of our librarian staff. We have 3D printers, 3D pens, a 3D 
scanner, sewing machines, looms, synthesizer boards, and more! The Forge is available most Wednesdays 
from 2-4:30pm.  Please check for Library’s event calendar for details. 
 

        
   -  Alyson Lobert, Library Director 

 
 
 

.  

 
 
 

     Recently I had the opportunity to interview Steve McGladdery, hired in September 2021 for the Adult 
Services Department. His job involves helping patrons find materials, scheduling adult programs, ordering 
for the collections, facilitating reference services, and being responsible for the monthly newsletter. 
 
     Steve has an interesting background. In 2007 he received his undergraduate degree in Psychology from 
Grand Valley State University. In 2013 he graduated from Wayne State University with a Master of Library 
and Information Science. In the years prior to being hired by the Commerce Township Library, Steve 
worked in Canton as an ITT Tech Assistant Librarian, as an Adult Reference Librarian at the Baldwin Library 
in Birmingham, and at the Wixom Library. His experience also includes working at the Royal Oak Library. 
 
     When asked how he likes the Commerce Library, Steve said it is the best library he has worked at. The 
staff and patrons have made him feel very welcome, and he admires the relationship the staff has with the 
public.  
 
     Steve’s wife is a teacher, and they have two preschool children and two cats that keep them busy at 
home. 
 
          - Diane Richard 

Library Staff Spotlight 



  
  We are happy to announce that the Commerce 
Township Community Library, in partnership with  
the Friends of the Commerce Township Community 
Library, are now the sponsors of Dolly Parton’s Imagi-
nation Library of Commerce Township! Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library puts free books into the hands 
and hearts of children across the world, and we are 
excited to bring that to every child in Commerce 
Township.  
 
   The Imagination Library provides a hand-selected, 
age-appropriate, high-quality book each month to 
registered children from birth to age five, at no cost 
to the parent or child. Children can be registered at 
birth (or anytime after) and will receive up to 60 free 
books before they turn five! 
 
  Once registered, a free age-appropriate book will  
be mailed directly to the child every single month  
until age five. You can register by mail, by going 
online, or by visiting the library. All children under  
the age of five who live in Commerce Township are 
eligible for enrollment. Want help signing up, or have 
any questions? Contact Youth Services and Outreach 
Librarian Ashley Rossetto at          

 arossetto@commercelibrary.info. 
 
Get FREE BOOKS for your child! Sign Up Today by vis-
iting: imaginationlibrary.com, and then click on 
“Check Availability”. 

 

 

      About Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library 

   Since launching in 1995, Dolly Parton’s Imagination 
Library has become the preeminent early childhood 
book gifting program in the world. The flagship pro-
gram of The Dollywood Foundation has mailed well 
over 100 million free books in Australia, Canada, The 
Republic of Ireland, United Kingdom and the United 
States.  

   The Imagination Library mails more than 1.4 million 
high-quality, age-appropriate books each month to 
registered children from birth to age five. Dolly envi-
sioned creating a lifelong love of reading, inspiring 
them to dream. The impact of the program has been 
widely researched and results suggest positive in-
creases in key early childhood literacy metrics. Pen-
guin Random House is the exclusive publisher for Dol-
ly Parton’s Imagination Library. For more information, 
please visit imaginationlibrary.com.  

   -Ashley Rosetto 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library Comes to Commerce!  

 
 
 
Editor’s Note:  If you would like to make a donation to Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library, this link— 
https://tinyurl.com/DonateDPIL—will take you to the correct page.  By using this link your donation will be 
designated specifically to our Library.   

mailto:arossetto@commercelibrary.info
http://imaginationlibrary.com
http://imaginationlibrary.com
https://tinyurl.com/DonateDPIL


Spring 2022 Used Book Sale Schedule 

SET-UP begins Wednesday, April 20th to Friday, 
April 22nd, beginning at 9:00am each day. 
 
Friends’ Night will be Tuesday, April 26th,  
from 5:30pm to 7:30pm.  
 
Sale schedule is as follows: 
 Wed. & Thurs., April 27th & 28th 
           from 10:00am and 8:00pm 
 Fri. & Sat., April 29th & 30th  
          from 10:00am and 4:30pm. 
 Sunday, May 1st, from 1:00 to 4:00pm 
 
Fill-a-Bag days are Saturday and Sunday only. 
 
Clean-up will be Monday, May 2nd at 9:00am.  
 
We need lots of volunteers, so get the times that 
are convenient for you and sign up soon! 
 
 

Volunteers can sign up by calling 248-438-5239 or 
by email at friends@commercelibrary.info. You can 
also sign-up on-line, using the link 
               https://tinyurl.com/CTCLspringsale  
or by scanning this QR code with your phone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   In order to work on setting up the used book sale,  
we will temporarily stop accepting donation effec-
tive Friday, April 15th, We will resume accepting 
donations on Tuesday, May 3rd 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

     We hosted a blood drive at the library on  
March 8th, the first one in two years.  Red Cross  
is happy to report that our goal was exceeded,  
collecting 32 units which benefits 96 patients.   
 

  If you want to become a blood donor, we have  

another blood drive scheduled for June 21, 2022.   
 
    Appointments are available between the hours of 
12:15pm and 6:15pm.  You can register by going to 
their website—redcrossblood.org.  
 

Fill your house with stacks of books, 
In all the crannies and in all the nooks. 

 - Dr. Seuss 

https://tinyurl.com/CTCLspringsale

